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maintenance of productive irrigation works themselves, raising necessary
loans for the purpose. LTnder this policy, some of the greatest works
were constructed in the Uoted Provinces and the Punjab. A brief des-
cription of the canal colonies in the Punjab is given at the end of this
chapter.
The progress of irrigation as a whole was, however, very slow. In
the meanwhile, a further important change occurred in the policy of
the Government, who now clearly recogni/ed their duty to construct
protective irrigation works in famine tracts, and steps were according-
ly taken in that direction in the Deccan and elsewhere.1 But on
account of their heavy cost and the irregular demand for water
on the part of cultivators, together with the occasional failure of
the monsoon, these works did not pay their way. with the result
that the Government began to concentrate on the more remunerative
works connected with the rivers in the Punjab. The famines that
visited the country towards the end of the last century and affected
the Deccan with particular severity led to the appointment of the
Irrigation Commission of 1901 by Lord Curzon's Government. That
body held that railway construction, which was recommended as a
measure of famine protection side by side with protective irrigation
works by the Famine Commission of 1880, had played its part in
the policy of famine insurance, and it was now important to develop
the supply of food. They maintained that the field for the construction
of remunerative works was limited to the Punjab, Sind and parts of
Madras, all of which are not so vulnerable to famine. They recom-
mended, however, that these works should be increased as fast as possibler
because they would be profitable to the state and would increase the
total food supply of the country. For the protection of famine areas,
they recommended the construction of protective irrigation works which,
though not directly paying, would dispense with the large expenditure
on famine relief which would otherwise be necessary. For the Bombay
Deccan especially, they recommended the construction of canals fed
from storage lakes in the Ghats. They also recommended the Kistna
and Tungabhadra projects. The total cost of these projects was.
expected to be 44 crores of rupees, effecting an addition of six and a
half million acres to the irrigated area. The subsequent irrigation policy
of the Government has been based upon these recommendations and
presents a contrast to the earlier policy of concentration on railways,
1 After the famine of 1877-8, It was decided to set apart Rs. 150 lakhs every
year as the Famine Relief and Insurance .Fund. A portion of this grant was spent
upon the construction of protective works. In 1910 the Secretary of State sanctioned
the provision of an annual subsidy of Rs. 25 lakhs for this purpose in addition to
Rs, 75 lakhs from the Famine Relief Fund. The full allotment of Rs. 100 lakhs was,,
however, never worked up to even before the war of 1914-18 made retrenchment
necessary.